
 
     Wisconsin Rapids Public School District – Board of Education 
     510 Peach Street 
 Wisconsin Rapids, WI  54494 (715) 424–6701 
 
     Business Services Committee 

John Benbow, Jr., Chairperson 
Christopher Inda, Member 

Julie Timm, Member 
John A. Krings, President 

July 1, 2024 
 
LOCATION: Board of Education Office, 510 Peach Street, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494  
  Conference Room C 
 
TIME:  Immediately following the Educational Services Committee Meeting, but not before 6:15 p.m. 
 
I. Call to Order 
 
II. Public Comment 
 

Persons who wish to address members of the Committee may make a statement pertaining to a 
specific agenda item.  The Committee Chair will establish limits for speakers due to time 
constraints.  Comments made by the public shall be civil in content and tone.  Speakers bear the 
personal risk if comments made are defamatory, slanderous, or otherwise harmful to another 
individual.  Please keep in mind that this is a Committee meeting of the Board open to the public, 
and not a public hearing. 

 
III. Actionable Items 

 
A. Network Switch Purchase - Howe and THINK - Approval 
B. Insurance Premium Summary - Approval 
C. District Vehicle Purchase - Approval 

 
IV. Updates and Reports 

 
A. Purchases - Update 
B. Science Telescope Donations - Update 
C. Playground Equipment Donation - Update 
D. Clay Bid - Update 
E. Lincoln High School Fieldhouse Floor Refinishing - Update 
F. Pitch Early Learning Center Playground - Update 
G. Auditor Engagement Letter to the Board of Education - Update 

 
V. Agenda Items 
 
VI. Future Agenda Items 
 
 
The Wisconsin open meetings law requires that the Board, or Board Committee, only take action on subject matter that is noticed on their respective agendas.  Persons wishing to place items on the 
agenda should contact the District Office at 715–424–6701, at least seven working days prior to the meeting date for the item to be considered.  The item may be referred to the appropriate committee 
or placed on the Board agenda as determined by the Superintendent and/or Board president. 
  
With advance notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of persons with disabilities by providing a sign language interpreter or other auxiliary aids, by calling 715–424–6701. 
  
School Board members may attend the above Committee meeting(s) for information gathering purposes.  If a quorum of Board members should appear at any of the Committee meetings, a regular 
School Board meeting may take place for purposes of gathering information on an item listed on one of the Committee agendas.  If such a meeting should occur, the date, time, and location of the Board 
meeting will be that of the particular Committee as listed on the Committee agenda how ever, no deliberation or action w ill be taken by other Committees or the full Board of Education. 

 

AGENDA 



 
Wisconsin Rapids Public School District – Board of Education 

     510 Peach Street 
 Wisconsin Rapids, WI  54494 (715) 424–6701 
 

Business Services Committee 
John Benbow, Jr., Chairperson 

Christopher Inda, Member 
Julie Timm, Member 

John A. Krings, President 
 

July 1, 2024 
 
LOCATION: Board of Education Office, 510 Peach Street, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494  

 Conference Room C 
 

TIME:  Immediately following the Educational Services Committee Meeting, but not before 6:15 p.m. 
 

I. Call to Order 
 

II. Public Comment 
 

III. Actionable Items 
 

A. Network Switch Purchase - Howe and THINK - Approval 
 

The school buildings of Howe and THINK are currently on an older version of the EX3400 
model network switch that was purchased in early 2018.  Unfortunately, this switch has created 
issues within our network, specifically at Howe and THINK, since we updated all of our other 
District switches.  Because of their age, the EX3400 only supports certain software updates.  Our 
new switches are running updated network protocols that are supposed to work with the older 
ones, but we have found this is not true.  In short, these switches are causing random network 
outages at these buildings, often calling for a reboot and brief downtime.  We want to replace 
these switches so that all of our switches are similar models and hopefully end these random 
network outages.  These switches would normally be replaced in year 7, so we are only replacing 
them 1 year earlier than normal (see Attachment A). 
 
The administration recommends purchasing 13 Juniper EX4100 Switches and 5 years of 
support for Howe Elementary and THINK Academy from Bytespeed, totaling $57,200.00, 
to be funded from the 2024-25 District Technology Referendum Budget.   

 
B. Insurance Premium Summary - Approval 

 
The District’s 2024-25 annual insurance premium is estimated at $427,683.00. This is a 
$45,479.00 increase when compared to the prior school year. The insurance policies/programs 
include property, liability, auto, crime, workers’ compensation, identity recovery coverage, and 
the STOP It Program. Most of the insurance increase resulted from property insurance rates; 
compared to the prior school year, property insurance increased by 37% to a total cost of 
$141,743. We received a competing property insurance quote, and that rate was $306,867. Our 
District is part of the Wisconsin Educators Risk Management Cooperative (WERMC), along 
with approximately 65 other school districts. WERMC obtains the best cost through group 
insurance purchasing and provides risk management services to school districts (see Attachment 
B). 
 

BACKGROUND 



The administration recommends approval of the annual insurance premium payment of 
$418,654.00 for the 2024-25 school year, to be funded with the District’s insurance budgets. 

 
C. District Vehicle Purchase – Approval 

 
The district minivan fleet continues to age and accumulate miles. The minivans are used to 
transport students to and from school and provide work vehicles to our buildings and grounds 
staff and food service staff. The district currently has 21 minivans. The senior high could also 
utilize an additional transit van. The district currently has two Transit vans, and they are 
continuously used. Transit vans reduce the number of school buses needed to transport students 
to events during or after the school day and are significantly more cost-efficient than bus routes. 
 
The administration recommends approval to purchase two minivans and one transit van. 
The costs of the three vehicles will not exceed $100,000.00 and will be paid from the 2024-
25 transportation budget. 
 

 
IV.       Updates and Reports 

 

A. Purchases - Update 
 

Copies of the following invoices, bid specs, and purchase orders will be reviewed:  
- BG Innovations - $184,278.00 - Technology Budget - BenQ Smartboards 
- Boland - $40,639.00 - Fund 49 - WRAMS - Playground Equipment 
- Boland - $223,127.00 - Fund 49 - Grant - Playground Equipment 
- Boland - $531,409.00 - Fund 49 - Mead - Playground Equipment 
- CESA 5 - $134,890.99 - Quarterly Invoice for CESA Services 
- Gaggle.net - $50,000.00 - ESSER & Mental Health Grant - Mental Health Retainer 
- POB - $13,343.00 - Fund 49 - Playground Development 
- POB - $27,528.72 - Fund 49 - WRAMS - Playground Development 
- POB - $58,992.05 - Fund 49 - Grant - Playground Development 
- POB - $71,313.89 - Fund 49 - Mead - Playground Development 
- Renaissance - $30,695.02 - ESSER - EduClimber Software Renewals 
- Renaissance - 207,405.08 - ESSER - Software Renewals 
- Rhyme - $17,174.00 - Technology Budget – Poster Printers 
- Silver Leaf Equipment - $28,000.00 - Tech Ed Budgets - Genie Lift 

 
B. Science Telescope Donations - Update 

 
Joe Riederer, a retired WRPS science teacher, donated a reflecting telescope estimated to be 
worth $500.00. Nancy Oschin donated a refracting telescope estimated to be worth $3,000.00. 
Nancy contacted us to see if we were interested in her late husband's telescope. Both telescopes 
are upgrades over equipment that we currently own. These were two separate, unsolicited 
donations. A formal thank you letter will be sent to Joe Riederer and Nancy Oschin for their 
donations.  
 

C. Playground Equipment Donation - Update 
 
Wisconsin Rapids Youth Sports Association (WRYSA) donated $5,000 for playground 
equipment at Grant Elementary. A formal thank you letter has been sent to WRYSA for this 
donation.  
 



D. Clay Bid – Update 
 

The district received the final quote for the clay bid. Paoli Clay was the only bidder. The total 
cost of the bid was $3,320.00. This cost will be applied to the 2024-25 District Supply Budget 
(see Attachment C). 
 

E. Lincoln High School Fieldhouse Floor Refinishing - Update 
 

A few items have been added to the Lincoln High School Fieldhouse Floor Refinishing quote 
with Stalker Flooring. The added items include training ladders, training dots, track accelerating 
zones, 13’ free-through lines on the side courts, and two WIAA logos. The additional cost of 
these items will be $10,800 for a total cost of $76,100. The District’s 10-year plan indicates 
$80,000 for this project. 
 

F. Pitch Early Learning Center Playground - Update 
 

We planned on paying the final MN-WI playground invoice out of the 2023-24 school year fund 
10 budget; this cost was part of the initial playground plan. However, we anticipate this project 
will not be completed by June 30th as originally planned. We intend to include this cost amount 
in the year-end Fund 46 transfer and then pay this final invoice out of Fund 46 when the project 
is completed later this summer. With the Fund 46 transfer, the District will receive state aid on 
this cost in the 2024-25 school year. The amount of the final invoice will be $111,082.90. 
 

G. Auditor Engagement Letter to the Board of Education - Update 
 

Auditor engagement letter to the Board of Education (see Attachment D). 
 

 
V. Agenda Items 

 

Committee members will be asked which agenda items from the Committee meeting will be 
placed on the consent agenda for the regular Board of Education meeting. 

 
VI. Future Agenda Items 
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Quote
Quote ID: Q-87037-L3S3

To:

Wisconsin Rapids Public School 
District

Phil Bickelhaupt

2510 Industrial Street

Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495

Account Manager:

John Tupa

Phone: (218) 227-0449

Email: jtupa@bytespeed.com

Summary

Total Amount: $57,200.00 Effective Until: 7/4/2024

Details
Quantity Product ID Product Price Sub Total

1  13 71J1365 SWITCH, JUNIPER EX4100 48-PORT POE+, EX4100-48P $2,975.00 $38,675.00

2  13 Juniper - SUB-EX48-2S-5Y-COR 5-Year Wired Assurance and VNA 
Subs for EX48 port switches ; Wired Assurance Subscription 
includes network insights; Includes Virtual Network Assistant 
Subscription.

$1,425.00 $18,525.00

SubTotal $57,200.00

Total Tax $0.00

Shipping

Total $57,200.00

Attachment A



School District of Wisconsin Rapids 

P R E M I U M  S U M M A R Y

Coverage Insurance Company 23-24 WERMC
Program 

24-25 WERMC
Program 

Property 
    Total Insurable Value 

CM Regent/CIC $103,493 
$319,314,469 

$141,743 
$321,294,462 

General Liability CIC $18,753 $18,881 

School Board Legal Liability ($1,000 Deductible) CIC $5,612 $5,651 

Automobile Liability CIC $9,412 $10,267 

Automobile Physical Damage ($1,000 Deductible) CIC $7,327 $8,572 

Cyber Solutions CIC Included Included 

STOP !T Program  CIC $4,141 $4,109 

Identity Recovery Coverage CIC $4,674 $4,620 

Crime F&D $6,897 $6,826 

Workers Compensation 
Experience Modification 

Acuity $221,895 
0.74 

$227,014 
0.79 

Annual Premium $382,204 $427,683 

*Dividends by law cannot be guaranteed and must be declared by the Board of Directors.

Attachment B



WRPS Clay Bid

2024-25 School Year

WRPS Ref # Unit of Measure Description of Product QTY Pounds QUOTED PRICE Total $ 

CLG Boxes Paoli Goldart, 50# 50 2,500 0.46 $1,150.00

CLWTM Boxes White Talc Clay, 50# (STND105) 80 4,000 0.48 $1,920.00

Delivery Charge $250.00

$3,320.00

Paoli Clay Co 

608-845-7000

Fax: 608-845-7015

Attn - Mike 

claypaoli@gmail.com

Attachment C



HAWKINS IAsH 
CPAs 

June 3, 2024 

Mr. Aaron Nelson, Director of Business Services 
Wisconsin Rapids Public Schools 
51 O Peach Street 
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494 

Dear Mr. Nelson and the Board of Education, 

One East Waldo Boulevard, Suite 5 

Manitowoc, WI 54220-2912 

920.684.7128 I fax: 920.684.3709 

www.HawkinsAsh.CPA 

You have requested that we audit the financial statement of the governmental activities, each major fund, and the 
aggregate remaining fund information of the Wisconsin Rapids Public Schools, as of June 30, 2024, and for the 
year then ended and the related notes to the financial statements, which collectively comprise the Wisconsin 
Rapids Public Schools' basic financial statements as listed in the table of contents. 

In addition, we will audit the entity's compliance over major federal and state award programs for the period 
ended June 30, 2024. We are pleased to confirm our acceptance and our understanding of this audit engagement 
by means of this letter. Our audits will be conducted with the objectives of our expressing an opinion on each 
opinion unit and an opinion on compliance regarding the entity's major federal and state award programs. The 
objectives of our audit of the financial statements are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial 
statements as a whole are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an 
auditors' report that includes our opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance but is not absolute 
assurance and therefore is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with auditing standards 
generally accepted in the United States of America (GAAS), in accordance with Government Auditing Standards, 
and State Single Audit Guidelines will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. Misstatements, 
including omissions, can arise from fraud or error and are considered material if there is a substantial likelihood 
that, individually or in the aggregate, they would influence the judgment made by a reasonable user based on the 
financial statements. 

The objectives of our compliance audit are to obtain sufficient appropriate audit evidence to form an opinion and 
report at the level specified in the governmental audit requirement about whether the entity complied in all 
material respects with the applicable compliance requirements and identify audit and reporting requirements 
specified in the governmental audit requirement that are supplementary to GAAS and Government Auditing 
Standards , if any, and perform procedures to address those requirements. 

Accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America require that the management's 
discussion and analysis and budgetary comparison information be presented to supplement the basic financial 
statements. Such information, although not a part of the basic financial statements, is required by the 
Governmental Accounting Standards Board, who considers it to be an essential part of financial reporting for 
placing the basic financial statements in an appropriate operational, economic, or historical context. As part of our 
engagement, we will apply certain limited procedures to the required supplementary information (RSI) in 
accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America. These limited procedures 
will consist primarily of inquiries of management regarding their methods of measurement and presentation, and 
comparing the information for consistency with management's responses to our inquiries. We will not express an 
opinion or provide any form of assurance on the RSI. The following RSI is required by accounting principles 
generally accepted in the United States of America. This RSI will be subjected to certain limited procedures but 
will not be audited: 

1) Management's Discussion and Analysis
2) Budgetary Comparison Schedule for the General Fund - Budget and Actual
3) Wisconsin Retirement System Pension Schedules
4) Wisconsin Retirement System Local Retiree Life Insurance Fund Schedules
5) OPEB Healthcare Defined Benefit Plan Schedules

Attachment D
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